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UM PRESIDENT TO SIGN EARTH DAY DECLARATION 
MISSOULA—
University of Montana President George Dennison will sign a pledge to support an 
international environmental action plan during Earth Day, April 22. Dennison will sign the 
Talloires Declaration during a noon ceremony on the Oval, making UM the first Pacific 
Northwest university to support the plan.
Composed in 1990 at an international conference in Talloires, France, the declaration is 
the first official statement made by university administrators to commit to environmental 
sustainability in higher education. The Talloires Declaration is a 10-point action plan for 
incorporating environmental literacy into teaching, research, operations and outreach at 
colleges and universities. It has been signed by more than 275 university presidents and 
chancellors in more than 40 countries.
"In signing the declaration, (UM) joins an international network of colleges and 
universities committed to a sustainable future," Dennison said. "The declaration provides 
inspiration and motivation for the whole campus community to pursue environmental and 
sustainable initiatives. It also provides a comprehensive framework for shaping steady progress 
toward sustainability."
After the signing remarks will be made by Bryony Schwan, founder of Women’s 
Voices for the Earth; Steve Loken of Loken Builders; and Christopher Peterson, president of
Associated Students of UM. The musical group The Velcro Sheep will perform, and an 
"ecological footprint race" is planned, in which participants will race around the Oval after 
strapping on cardboard shoes representing the amount of resources required to maintain their 
lifestyles.
Dennison has formed a Sustainable Campus Committee to guide the implementation of 
the declaration’s 10 action points. SCC is charged with establishing programs to produce 
expertise in environmental management and sustainable economic development, as well as 
design an environmental literacy curriculum requirement.
"The declaration is a wonderful guide for where we want to go, but the ‘legs’ of the 
vision are really in the SCC," Dennison said. "Many of the steps UM will take on the journey 
toward an ecologically sustainable future will be outlined and set in motion by this 
committee."
The action plan calls for environmentally sound policies and practices such as energy 
and resource conservation, recycling, waste reduction, sustainable housing and transportation, 
and low-water-use landscaping.
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